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Keep It Green 2014  

Newsletter 108# - 05/02/22 

Colleagues 

 
Barnsley Local Plan update - Site MU1 

Newsletter 107# provided an update on the two Strata Sterling (Barnsley West) Ltd’s 

planning applications covering Site MU1 (application references 2021/1089 and 2021/1090). 

In particular, it was noted that the Council considered that a number of matters were 

unsatisfactory and needed to be addressed further by Strata Sterling 

Following on from this, a letter has recently been sent to Strata Sterling on behalf of BMBC’s 

Head of Planning summarising the issues raised by the consultation responses to the 

planning applications and outlining a number of concerns. The letter runs to just over 8 

pages!  

Several of the Council’s points are directed at technical matters, but a number of far more 

fundamental matters are raised too. These include: 

 The number of houses proposed exceeds the Local Plan allocation (which also covers 

the land for which a separate planning application for 140 dwellings off Barugh 

Green Road has been made).  It is unclear how the application site can accommodate 

the suggested numbers taking account of design/spacing standards and site 

constraints.   

 Further consideration of phasing to assist with assessing the effects of the 

development is needed. 

 Unacceptable landscape impacts. The proposals do not compensate for the loss of 

landscape character or explore approaches that seek to reduce the effect of the 

development. 

 The introduction of large-scale employment sheds (probably massive warehouse 

buildings) ‘perched’ on the land is uncharacteristic of the area and will be 

incongruous. 

 Inadequate information regarding the proposed cut and fill works.   

 Inadequate consideration of the value of existing trees on the land – it has not been 

demonstrated that consideration has been given to opportunities for tree retention.  

 Inadequate traffic assessment, including the effect on the wider highway network 

and M1 Junction 37.  

 Insufficient clarity regarding the temporary and permanent effects on public rights of 

way including the severance of the direct links between Gawber and Higham, 

including Hermit Lane. 
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The Council’s letter also refers to the unacceptability of a ‘Drive thru’ restaurant. N.B. This is 

not expressly referred to in the applications, but seemingly forms part of the proposals. 

Could the developer have been looking to sneak this into the scheme through the ‘back 

door’? The prospect of losing this valuable area of Green Belt is bad enough in its own right, 

but surrendering some of it for a McDonalds, or suchlike, would be heaping insult on top of 

injury!  

The letter also notes that likely changes to the proposals would necessitate a formal 

reconsultation. 

The matters upon which the Council’s current concerns are focused have an all too familiar 

ring about them. They are all points that Keep It Green 2014 and our supporters have been 

making ever since the proposals were first mooted and which have been reiterated during 

the various ‘consultations’ carried out by the Council and the developer. Yet, rather than 

refuse the applications outright as advocated by Keep It Green  2014, the Council is still 

endeavouring to work with a developer whose current proposals show scant regard for this 

valuable area of countryside and the quality of life enjoyed by the many residents who live 

close to, or alongside the land.  

Perhaps the only thing we can take heart from at this stage is that the Council are not simply 

lying down and immediately acquiescing to the whims of the developer. They appear to 

have acknowledged that many of the points made by those who have objected to the 

development, including Keep It Green 2014, are valid and weighty and warrant further 

consideration. 

Just how Strata Sterling will react to the Council’s response can only be speculated upon at 

the moment, but Keep It Green 2014 will continue to monitor what transpires and will 

endeavour to keep you informed as and when there is further news to report.  

The Council’s full letter can be accessed online via the link shown in the E-Mail 

accompanying this Newsletter. 

Once again, can we ask if you know of any friend, relative or neighbour who does not have 

access to the Internet then please print a copy of this newsletter and pass it on to them? 

Keep It Green 2014  

info@keepitgreen2014.co.uk 

http://www.keepitgreen2014.co.uk/ 

This email is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient you must not use, copy or 
disclose the content. If you have received this email in error please delete it. 
 

 


