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Keep It Green 2014  

Newsletter 107# - 17/12/21 

Colleagues 

Barnsley Local Plan update - Site MU1 

A set of consultation responses to the Strata Sterling (Barnsley West) Ltd’s two current 
planning applications regarding Site MU1 has recently been added to the information 
already posted on the Council’s website (application references 2021/1089 and 2021/1090). 
In addition, it is understood that the submissions made by Keep It Green and others will also 
be made available for viewing soon. It is perhaps noteworthy that although six Councillors 
represent the area covered by the applications, only two of them have made written 
representations about the current proposals.    

Keep It Green has recently received an update from the Council on the progress of the two 
applications. Work is currently in hand to identify the issues raised in the consultations, the 
intention being to go back to Strata Sterling seeking further clarification on a number of 
matters of concern, including some of those which have been continuously highlighted by 
Keep It Green ever since the proposals for Site MU1 first became public.  Any subsequent 
changes to the proposals would be likely to prompt a further round of public consultation. 

Regretfully, there is no indication that the Council are having second thoughts about the 

principle of development on the land, which Keep It Green continues to oppose. However, 

the impression given is that, as things stand, there are a number of matters considered to 

be unsatisfactory and which need to be addressed further by Strata Sterling.  

Particular matters of concern include: 

 The inadequacy of the Transport Assessment. Highways England (HE) (responsible 

for the M1 and Junction 37) has issued a ‘holding directive’, which effectively freezes 

the applications for 6 months pending further work by the applicants. Curiously HE’s 

response refers to a ‘drive thru’ takeaway. Although this was a fear raised by Keep It 

Green at the Local Plan Examination in Public, the application does not expressly 

refer to such a facility so how HE appear to have been given the impression that this 

forms part of the current applications can only be speculated upon. 

 In a similar vein, the Council’s Highways Department wish to see the transport 

assessment expanded to cover the effects on traffic over a wider area.  Further 

clarity regarding the timing of the implementation of the link road is also required. 

 Further information regarding footpath diversions - temporary and permanent – 

and how this is to be phased, in particular how this is to be approached in 

association with the proposed cut and fill works. A construction environment 

management plan, including a timescale, is to be requested.  

 While a minimum 10% net increase in biodiversity is required on Masterplan sites, 

no assessment has been carried out. One is needed. 
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 Further information regarding air quality and noise is required. Items to be 

requested will include: a dust management plan; the construction environment 

management plan (referred to above); noise mitigation measures; and a 

construction management statement. 

 As the applicant has concluded that there would be a significant adverse effect upon 

the landscape, and the three dimensional effects of the proposed cut and fill is an 

especial concern, a specialist landscape consultant has been engaged by the Council 

to address this matter.  

The consultation response from the Coal Authority required further investigations, in 

particular in parts of the area where opencasting had been undertaken in the past. As 

residents of Higham will be only too well aware, the investigation works commenced 

without any notice having been given. Not surprisingly, this caused a good deal of 

consternation. The lack of consideration shown by the developer in this respect does not 

augur well for the manner in which this major development, much of which will take place 

close to existing housing, is going to be carried out if planning permission is eventually 

forthcoming. Given that the season of good will is now upon us, we can only hope that some 

of this quality rubs off on the developer, but we are not holding our breath. Recent events 

hardly inspire confidence.  

Keep It Green 2014 will continue to monitor the position and seek to advise you of related 
matters, as and when they arise. 

Once again, can we ask if you know of any friend, relative or neighbour who does not have 
access to the Internet then please print a copy of this newsletter and pass it on to them? 

Finally, despite the somewhat gloomy prognosis, Keep It Green thanks you all for your 
continuing support, and wishes you all the very best for Christmas and the New Year.  
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