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Keep It Green 2014  

Newsletter 105# - 14/10/21 

Colleagues 

Barnsley Local Plan Update - Site MU1 

Planning Application 2021/1089 

Land to the South East of Higham Common Road, Barnsley (Application 2). 

Planning Application 2021/1090 

Land south of Barugh Green Road and east of Higham Common Road, Barnsley (Application 1). 

 
Many of our supporters will already be aware from Newsletter 104#, that 2 planning applications 

have been submitted for site MU1, one covering the ‘housing’ area and the other the ‘employment’ 

area. Residents living in the immediate vicinity of the site will have, or should have, received 

notification letters, copies of which have been attached to various lampposts in the area. 

As anyone who has tried to access the applications via the Council’s website will have discovered, 

they will have been confronted by a daunting ‘tsunami’ of information, much of which is highly 

technical, and far from easy to understand.  

The main matters covered by the applications are: 

 A Link Road from Barugh Green Road (A635)  

 229 houses (‘Phase1’) in the north-west part of the site. 

 Earthworks to form Development Platforms.  

 Strategic Drainage Ponds. 

 Strategic Landscaping.  

What is apparent is not only is this large area of countryside on our doorsteps going to be replaced 

by buildings – some of which are likely to be very large - and the new road, but the development 

involves an enormous amount of excavation and earthworks right across the whole of the area.  

Alarmingly, by delving into the information submitted with the applications, we have discovered the 

following quotes:- 

 “Areas of natural open space are important to both existing residents and people moving to 

Barnsley.”   Ironic or what! 

  “The proposed development would have significant adverse effects on the landscape of the 

application site..... at year 15.” 

  “It is anticipated that it will take approximately 8 years to carry out the necessary 

earthworks.” 

 “Remodelling the site would last for up to 8 years.” 

 “All public rights of way and the 'Greenway' on Hermit Lane would need to be closed during 

extensive earthworks.” 

 “The proposed development will require the removal of all the trees on the site with the 

exception of most of the 2 areas of gulley woodland. All hedgerows in the site will be 

removed.”   
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The inevitable disruption and disturbance all this will cause is truly mind boggling – 8 years of total 

mayhem.  While the Masterplan indicates that Hermit Lane would no longer be a road, none of the 

other matters were made clear when the Local Plan proposals were published, nor did the recent 

consultation exercise by the Barnsley West Consortium mention them either. The claimed benefits 

of the development seem very bittersweet when its detrimental impact upon local residents and 

those who use enjoy using the site, are taken into account. 

Keep It Green 2014 has met with Council officers to express concern about the difficulties involved in 

understanding just what the proposals entail. Not only is the sheer volume of material a problem, 

but also there are a lot of shortcomings in the manner in which the proposals have been presented 

and the adequacy some of the information. It is understood that paper versions of the plans are to 

be made available at the Central Library. This will help a bit, but without someone on hand to 

explain things, a lot of the information will still be hard to comprehend. Keep It Green 2014 is 

pushing strongly for a more user friendly consultation on these lines. And, given the complexities 

involved in the applications, an extension of the deadline for responses to the consultation period 

has been requested too.  

The current official closing date for the submission of comments/objections is 30 October 2021, 

unless an extension is granted by the Council. 

The community's voice continues to be a key part of submitting comments on this and any future 
planning applications. 

It is important therefore, that in addition to Keep It Green 2014, residents respond individually to 
the consultation, explaining their specific concerns and objections to the development proposals.  

Newsletter 104# contained details on how to submit such comments/objections. 

Keep It Green 2014 will continue to monitor the position and seek to advise you of related matters, 
as and when they arise. 

Once again, can we ask if you know of any friend, relative or neighbour who does not have access to 
the Internet then please print a copy of this newsletter and pass it on to them? 

 

Keep It Green 2014  

info@keepitgreen2014.co.uk 

http://www.keepitgreen2014.co.uk/ 

This email is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient you must not use, copy or disclose the 
content. If you have received this email in error please delete it. 
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