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Keep It Green 2014   
  
Newsletter 90# - 16/12/2019  
 
Colleagues 
 
Barnsley Local Plan Update - Site MU1 Masterplan Framework 
 
Newsletter 89# dated 25th November 2019 updated you with details of the Barnsley West 
Consortium (BWC) and Barnsley Council's public consultation procedures on the Site MU1 
Masterplan Framework. 
 
Newsletter 89# also referred to two meetings held with Council Planning Officers in October 2019 
and follow up correspondence with them in seeking answers to continuing concerns. 
 
At the time of the writing of this newsletter, no answer has been received from the Council to a 
further Keep It Green 2014 letter sent to the Council on 05/12/19. 
 
Since that letter, the Council's Cabinet meeting on 11/12/19 has now considered a report on the 
Site MU1 Masterplan Framework and made a recommendation in Section 2 of the report to a 
special full Council meeting to be held on 19/12/19, which reads as follows:- 
 
"2. Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that:  
 
2.1 Cabinet notes the progress made in the development of the Masterplan Framework for 
Barnsley West (MU1); and  
 
2.2 Cabinet recommends that the final version of the Masterplan Framework is presented to Full 
Council for adoption on 19th December 2019." 
 
A copy of the full report can be viewed at Agenda Item 10 on the following Council website link:- 
 
https://barnsleymbc.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=135&MId=5776&Ver=4 
 
The full document (including appendices) is in excess of 300 pages long. 
 
As has been said many times “This report, by its very length, defends itself against the risk of being 
read.”   
 
Appendix C in the report is the "Statement of Community Involvement" which at Section 5 
purports to analyse feedback from the recent Site MU1 Masterplan Framework consultation. 
 
It should be noted that the "Statement of Community Involvement" was produced after the 
completion of the consultation process and not before.  
 
In other words, it did not set down the consultation guidelines in advance of the consultation 
exercise such that the local community could challenge in advance what those consultation 
procedures were, or what outcomes were expected. 
 

https://barnsleymbc.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=135&MId=5776&Ver=4


 

2 
 

The format of the consultation and the questionnaire has previously been criticised by Keep It 
Green 2014 as a result of this. 
 
It has to be said that once again, as with the adoption of the Local Plan twelve months ago, there 
does appear to be an "unhealthy" rush to get the report through the Council's Cabinet and full 
Council procedures during the start of the festive season given the nature of the report and the 
objections expressed throughout the Local Plan consultation and Examination in Public 
procedures, together with the recent Site MU1 Masterplan Framework consultation. 
 
You can draw your own conclusions as to why this is so. 
 
Throughout the process Keep It Green 2014 has sought to represent the views, concerns and 
objections of the local community to the development of Site MU1. 
 
Whether the Council has ever wanted to understand those concerns is open to question, since it 
has always appeared over the last 6+ years that the Council and the promoters of Site MU1 have 
been determined to use the Local Plan process to achieve their aims at the expense of the loss and 
destruction of 122 hectares of Green Belt land. 
 
The same could be said of recent events in relation to Penny Pie Park which is closely linked to the 
Site MU1 proposals. 
 
We now appear to have what is called the "Barnsley West Masterplan Framework MU1" funded 
by the landowners/their agents (Barnsley West Consortium) and produced by private sector 
consultants which is now being endorsed by the Council. 
 
This  will form the basis of future planning applications and which arguably it could be said, is to 
the advantage of the private sector market over a development period of the next 15 years.  

As a consequence of this, Keep It Green 2014 would now ask supporters to be diligent and watch 
out for planning applications in order to make sure they voice their objections and/or comments 
at that stage, via the Council's formal planning application consultation procedures. 

Keep It Green 2014 will continue to monitor the position and seek to advise you accordingly on 
these procedures, as and when more information becomes available at planning application stage. 
 
Once again, can we ask if you know of any friend, relative or neighbour who does not have access 
to the Internet then please print a copy of this newsletter and pass it on to them. 
 

Finally, despite the dis-appointments and setbacks over the last twelve months, Keep It 
Green 2014 would like to wish all of its supporters a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

Keep It Green 2014  

info@keepitgreen2014.co.uk 

http://www.keepitgreen2014.co.uk/ 
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