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Keep It Green 2014 
  
Newsletter 89# - 25/11/2019  
 
Colleagues 
 
Barnsley Local Plan Update - Site MU1 Masterplan Framework 
 
Newsletter 88# dated 25 October 2019 updated you with details of the Barnsley West Consortium (BWC) 
and Barnsley Council's public consultation procedures on the Site MU1 Masterplan Framework. 
 
 Newsletter 88# also included a copy of Keep It Green 2014's submitted response to the consultation 
questionnaire. 
 
Following   meetings with Council Planning Officers on 04/10/19 and 21/10/19, a number of areas of 
concern relating to the consultation procedures were identified by Keep It Green 2014.  
 
A letter was sent by Keep It Green 2014 to the Council following the meeting on 04/10/19. 
 
A response to that letter was received from the Council on 25/10/19, the day after the deadline for the 
submission of completed questionnaires. 
 
The response however, has not satisfied the concerns of Keep It Green 2014. 
 
 As a consequence, a further letter has been sent to the Council by Keep It Green 2014 explaining what those 
additional concerns are. 
 
Some of these concerns relate to openness, fairness and transparency in the way that the Council has 
handled the public consultation and future reporting procedures, together with serious concerns about the 
format and presentation of the "drop in" exhibitions. 
 
To date no reply has been received to that letter. 
 
In addition, it has been brought to Keep It Green's attention by some of its supporters that the Site MU1 
Masterplan Framework consultation Site Notices had the incorrect deadline date for the submission of 
completed questionnaires.   
 
The Site Notices gave a consultation deadline of 5.00pm on Thursday 24th September 2019 for "receiving 
comments", this was 17 days before the final consultation "drop in "session on the 10th October 2019 and a 
full month before the actual deadline of the 24th October 2019. 
 
Many people as a consequence, may not have responded thinking that in reading the Site Notices that the 
deadline date had passed.   
 
This may well have prejudiced the number and outcome of the completed questionnaires actually received. 
 
This error has been brought to the attention of the Council asking them for their comments, including the 
option of re-opening the consultation. 
A reply was received from the Council on 14/11/19 which was deemed by Keep It Green 2014 to be 
dismissive of the concerns raised. 
 
As a consequence, a further letter has been sent to the Council on 17/11/19 re-iterating Keep It Green 
2014's concerns. 
 
To date no reply has been received to this further letter.  
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Keep It Green 2014 subsequently issued a press release which was reported upon in the Barnsley Chronicle 
edition dated 22/11/19. 
 
An additional area of concern which has been identified by some Keep It Green 2014 supporters, is that 
some residents who live in close proximity to Site MU1 appear not to have received  the original 
consultation "flyer" which was distributed by the Council. 
 
It is understood that a report on the Site MU1 Masterplan Framework consultation 
 is to be submitted to the Council's Cabinet meeting on 11/12/19 and then to a special full Council meeting 
on 19/12/19. 
 
The Council once again appear to be arranging the reporting procedures and a special full Council meeting 
around a significant holiday period. 
 
It appears to be no co-incidence that the Council did the same thing twelve months ago in submitting 
reports recommending the adoption of the Local Plan. 
 
As has been said many times, the community's voice in addition to that of Keep It Green 2014, has always 
been a key part of the consultation process in seeking further clarification of points of concern or objections 
to the Masterplan Framework as currently shown in the documentation. 
 
Remember this is your future where you have an individual right to say what your views are on the 
proposals as they progress through the Council's planning procedures. 
 
Please continue to support the work of Keep It Green 2014. 
 
You do have of course, the option of attending the Council's Cabinet meeting on 11/12/19 or the special full 
Council meeting on 19/12/19 to witness first hand how the Council's decision making process works. 
 
Keep It Green 2014 will continue to monitor the position and advise you accordingly as and when more 
information on the outcome of the  consultation becomes available. 
 
Once again, can we ask if you know of any friend, relative or neighbour who does not have access to the 
Internet then please print a copy of this newsletter and pass it on to them. 

Keep It Green 2014  

info@keepitgreen2014.co.uk 

http://www.keepitgreen2014.co.uk/ 
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