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Keep It Green 2014 
 
Newsletter 77# - 28/04/2018  
 
Colleagues 
 
Barnsley Local Plan Examination In Public 
 
Newsletter 75# gave details of the Barnsley Local Plan Examination In Public Stage 4 
Hearing Session dates. 
 
These were held on 17, 18, 19, 20, 24 & 25 April 2018 at The Civic, Hanson St, Barnsley S70 
2HZ. 
 
A summary of the Main Matters discussed is shown below. 
 
17 April 2018 
 
Main Matter 16 – Whether or not the proposed reduction in the jobs target is justified and 
the implications for the plan’s economic strategy and employment land requirement 
 
Main Matter 17 –What implications would the proposed reduction in the jobs target have 
for the objectively assessed need for housing in the Borough and for the plan’s housing 
requirement figure? 
 
18 April 2018 
 
Main Matter 18 – Whether or not the plan’s housing requirement will be met, including 
the need for different types of housing and whether sufficient land has been identified to 
provide a 5 year supply of housing on adoption and throughout the plan period. 
 
19/20 April 2018 
 
Main Matter 19 – Whether or not the proposed approach to the settlement hierarchy and 
villages would be soundly based and justified by the evidence. 
 
Main Matter 20 – Whether or not the proposed housing site allocations in the larger 
villages of Oxspring, Cawthorne and Great Houghton would be soundly based and 
whether or not exceptional circumstances exist to justify the release of land from the 
Green Belt. 
 
24 April 2018 
 
Main Matter 21 – Whether or not the exceptional circumstances exist to release land from 
the Green Belt for additional safeguarded land. 
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25 April 2018 
 
Main Matter 22– Whether or not the plan would be viable and deliverable within the plan 
period and whether the arrangements for monitoring are robust. 
 
Keep It Green 2014 submitted Hearing Statements to all of the Stage 4 Main Matters, 
Issues and Questions papers which were issued by the Planning Inspector as part of the 
consultation process in response to the Council's own Local Plan Background Paper 8 
(BP8). 
 
You can read all of the Hearing Statements submitted by Keep It Green 2014, by logging 
on to the Council's online consultation web page http://consult.barnsley.gov.uk/portal/ 
and clicking on the heading "Local Plan Examination Consultation 2018" on the first page. 
To search for the Keep It Green 2014 submissions click the "Who said what?" box, click 
"Consultees" and type in Keep It Green 2014. 
 
Keep It Green 2014 representatives attended all of the Hearing Sessions and again 
presented its strong views, concerns  and consistent line on behalf of the community in its 
objections to the proposal to remove land from the Green Belt between Pogmoor, 
Gawber, Redbrook, Barugh Green and Higham known as Site MU1 for large scale housing 
and industrial development. 
 
These concerns included:- 
 
 Why the Local Plan is considered to be unsound. 
 
Challenges to the inconsistency and compromises in the employment and housing targets. 
 
The over provision of employment land in the Local Plan at the expense of the Green Belt, 
including the fact that the "exceptional circumstances" claimed by the Council to remove 
land from the Green Belt are inconsistent with the "National Planning Policy Framework" 
and recent Government announcements in relation to the protection of Green Belt land. 
 
The devastating effect which the development of Site MU1 would have on the local 
ecology of the area, the resultant Urban Sprawl by the building of 1,700 houses and 
"logistic" type employment uses, the increased traffic generation and congestion arising  
therefrom, the resultant air, noise and light pollution, the long development period which 
extends beyond 2033 and all of the local disruption which this will bring during this period 
etc, etc. 
 
Keep It Green 2014 representatives also reminded the Planning Inspector that the Green 
Belt in Urban Barnsley was a precious commodity that should be protected for the benefit 
of future generations to come. 
 
You will no doubt have seen recent reports in the Barnsley Chronicle of the Council's 
proposals to build a "Gyratory" system at the Dodworth Road, Pogmoor Road, Broadway 
junction. 

http://consult.barnsley.gov.uk/portal/
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This matter was raised in the Keep It Green 2014 Hearing Statement on Main Matter 22 
since it was apparent that there was a clear link to this proposal and the development of 
the J37 employment sites, including the proposals for Site MU1 even though the Local 
Plan is still the subject of Examination. 
 
Keep It Green2014 also again raised the issue of the "Claycliffe Link Road" which is the 
subject of a grant application by the Council to the Sheffield City Region Infrastructure 
Fund (SCRIF). 
 
It should be remembered that the SCRIF programme is about "major transport" schemes. 
 
This proposal does not appear however, in the Local Plan other than brief reference to 
"....including a link road (Claycliffe Link)...." in Section 10 Mixed Use Sites - Site MU1. 
 
The timeline for the initial SCRIF grant application goes back before the Council's Green 
Belt review report dated August 2014, which in the event resulted in recommendations to 
remove Site MU1 from the Greenbelt. 
 
It is also clear that the Site MU1 promoters were advocating the removal of Site MU1 
from the Green Belt before the date of the Council's Green Belt Review report and that 
they appear to have been working closely with the Council in progressing the SCRIF  grant 
application. 
 
What is of further concern however, is that the Council at the Stage 4 Hearing Sessions 
still referred to this proposed road as a "spine road" despite the quote above that the 
grant regime is about "major transport" schemes. 
 
As you would expect, throughout the Stage 4 Hearing Sessions the Council officers stuck to 
their own intransigent brief without any sign of moving. 
 
It has been a hard and time consuming task for the Keep It Green 2014 team over the last 
4 years. The Planning Inspector did recognise this at the conclusion of Stage 4 by thanking 
Keep It Green 2014 for their contribution and the work which they had put in on behalf of 
the community. 
 
Mention should perhaps be made of other community groups at the Stage 4 Hearing 
Sessions. 
 
 The "Community Action Penistone" group representatives were present on each of the 
six days of the Stage 4 Hearing Sessions, and at all previous Stages. 
 
Others present during individual days of Stage 4 were the "Staincross Alliance" group and 
the "Keep Silkstone Common Green" group. 
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Whilst each of these groups had individual interests related to their own communities, 
they all put up a spirited performance and had the same message as Keep It Green 2014 
for the Planning Inspector. That clear message was the need to protect the Green Belt. 
 
We now await the outcome of Stage 4 of the Public Examination of the Local Plan. The 
Planning Inspector did say on the opening day of Stage 4 that she had not yet taken any 
decisions on the Local Plan. It is anticipated that the Inspector will in the weeks ahead 
consider whether she will be recommending any "Main Modifications" to the Local Plan 
and in due course issue a report on her recommendations to the Council. As yet no 
indication as to when the Inspector's report will be issued has been given. 
 
The Keep It Green 2014 team would like to thank you all for your continued support 
throughout the Local Plan Consultation procedures and the Examination in Public, 
particularly those supporters who were able to attend the Hearing Sessions, in seeking to 
protect the Green Belt between Pogmoor, Gawber, Redbrook, Barugh Green and Higham.  
 
Keep It Green 2014 will continue to monitor the position and issue further Newsletters, as 
necessary. 
 
You can also review or insert comments on the Keep It Green 2014 Facebook page. 
 
Once again, can we ask if you know of any friend, relative or neighbour who does not 
have access to the Internet then please print a copy of this newsletter and pass it on to 
them. 
 

Keep It Green 2014  

info@keepitgreen2014.co.uk 
http://www.keepitgreen2014.co.uk/ 
 
This email is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient you must not use, copy or 
disclose the content. If you have received this email in error please delete it. 
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