
Barnsley Local Plan Examination 
 

Stage 1 Matters, Issues and Questions (MIQs) 
 

Hearing Statement from  Keep It Green 2014 
 
Main Matter 2 - Vision and objectives and Barnsley's role in the Sheffield and 
Leeds City Regions 
 
Questions 2.1/2.2/2.3/2.5 
  

(i) The devolution proposal recognised that the prospects for Barnsley are 
limited to mainly low value added opportunities such as logistics (ie 
"sheds on roundabouts").  Announcements in the press over the past 
three years that the Local Plan process has been ongoing have 
supported this, with significant, high value developments around the 
region, all bypassing Barnsley, eg:- 

 Aerospace in Sheffield; 

 Rail/HS2-related expenditure in Doncaster; 

 Highway and employment site development around Doncaster 
airport; 

 Major services development at the junction of M1 and M62. 

(ii) In the three years since the Local Plan process started, there have been 
major announcements that the proposals do not adequately take into 
account: 

 The proposed devolution deal, in which it is made quite clear that 
Barnsley is a backwater in terms of high value development, as 
noted above; 

 The re-route of HS2, which takes prospects for hub development 
to the east of Barnsley and away from this part of the M1; 

 The proposals for improving east-west Pennine links, 
concentrating at the eastern end on M1 Junction 35/35A rather 
than junctions 36 and 37. 

 



(iii) In terms of sustainability, the main interest in Barnsley of the Sheffield 
and Leeds City Regions and, eventually, the devolved authority, is 
Barnsley’s central location vis-a-vis commuter housing.  This was 
explicitly stated in Sheffield’s comments on the Draft Local Plan – a 
means of protecting Sheffield’s Green Belt! 

(iv) How would such a situation assist the council’s aims to reduce air 
pollution and distances travelled for employment?  Rush hour 
congestion is already extremely bad, as acknowledged by the Council. 
 How would adding thousands of extra journeys across and around the 
already congested hubs improve the situation? 

(v) The council's claims of demand for sites and for access to Barnsley are 
belied by the financial incentives they appear to have had to offer to 
potential developers of the "sheds on roundabouts". In addition, the 
council is having to finance the £120million town centre development 
through additional prudential borrowing which reflects the lack of 
interest by the private sector in funding the scheme. This results in 
additional risk transfer to the council. 
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